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ABOUT THE MAIN ORGANIZER:
International Scientific Conferences
“Danube – River of Cooperation” are held
every year starting from 1989, based
on the project authored by of Dr. Edita
Stojić, Research Professor of the
Institute of International Politics and
Economics, Belgrade. The first five
conferences pointed out the great interest not only of scientific
workers, but also of the wider professional public for a very wide
range of topics related to the Danube and its tributaries. There was
a need to establish an association of citizens interested in
international cooperation and for development projects in the
sustainable use of natural and cultural and historical resources in
the macro-region of the Danube basin. Thus, in April 1994, the
International Scientific Forum "Danube - River of
Cooperation" (ISF“DRC“) was officially registered.
The conferences “Danube – River of Cooperation” were held
yearly, every autumn, except in 1999, when there were no
conditions for the organization of a traditional annual conference
due to the NATO bombardment on the FRY. But that is why the first
round table ISF“DRC“ was held at the beginning of next year, where
the consequences of the bombing on life in the Serbian Danube
Region and on the Danube River itself were discussed. And the
annual autumn conferences have been continued since 2000.
So, this year, on September 24, 2018 the 29 th conference was
held.
ABOUT THE CO-ORGANIZERS:
- Institute for Finance and Macroeconomic Policies , Limited
liability company, founded on August 23, 2010. for research and
experimental development in social sciences and humanities;
- Municipality Zemun by making available the conference

hall of its Youth Office and organizing a series of
activities on the occasion of the European Cultural
Heritage Day that the conference participants could
visit in the days before and after the “Danube River Cooperation” Conference.
.
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Upon entering the conference venue, participants of the conference had a
chance to see the exhibition "Zemun on the
Danube" in the gallery space of the Youth Office
before entering the conference hall. And at the
registration desk, the
participants could buy
the edition of the
International Scientific
Forum "Danube - River of
Cooperation" at a
conference price, which was half of the regular price.

The conference was opened at 12:00 with Opening Ceremony
on which mr Damir KOVAČEVIĆ, Deputy Mayor of the City
Municipality of Zemun, as host of the Conference in his speech he
said that "Danube is the only major European river flowing from the
West to the East. That is why it gives us a white paper, which we
are filling in together by creating common cultural treasures and
saving natural resources, that we have to preserve for future
generations. A presentation of the participants of the conference
will give us a point of support for the sustainable use of the river
currents resources in the aspect of economy, transport, tourism,
agriculture and industry, with particular emphasis on the areas of
sustainable use of natural, cultural and historical resources." He
announced the imminent start of construction of the Zemun pier for
passenger ships and cruisers – a project "with which the CityMunicipality of Zemun, in cooperation with the City of Belgrade, will
significantly improve the economic, touristc and cultural
cooperation between peoples living along the Danube, the river of
cooperation.”

international Scientific Forum "Danube – River of Cooperation"
T: +381-11/ 2457042, Моб.: +381 (0) 63-661-897
www.danube-cooperation.com * Email: office@danube-cooperation.com
3

Dr. Stefan IMRE, Advisor to the Minister, Head of the Economics
Department of the Romanian Embassy in Belgrade, spoke about the
successful cooperation between Romania and Serbia on the
Danube, especially on the part of the Danube River, which is at the
same time the border between the two countries, but he also
emphasized the importance of mutual regional cooperation
between the three countries in the international the middle flow of
the Danube, Hungary, Serbia and Romania.

The moderator of the opening ceremony was Dr. Kristijan RISTIĆ,
Associate Professor of the Business and Law Faculty of the
University Union - Nikola Tesla Belgrade, and Director of the
Institute for Finance and Macroeconomic Policy. At the end of the
Opening session he gave the floor to Dr. Edita Stojić
KARANOVIĆ, President of the International scientific forum
"Danube - river of cooperation". She explained the significance of
this conference, which will, among other things, to point out issues
that need to be discussed not only this time, but even more
thoroughly at the next, jubilee, thirty conference "Danube - River of
Cooperation" next year.
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After a brief break for the press conference, the work was
continued in the framework of the Working Session, entitled THE
IMPORTANCE OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL
RESOURCES FOR SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND REGIONAL COOPERATION, where the introductory lectures
were held:
Prof. Dr. Bojan DIMITRIJEVIĆ, under the title: Time as a
Resource for Sustainable Economic Development , with the
basic message that time is a limited resource and those societies
that successfully "produce" the time, by using it in a sustainable
manner, saving and managing it, achieving higher economic and
civilization level of development. Therefore, the purpose of man's
management and economization with this resource is of key
importance in achieving this goal.

This interesting talk about the resource that has not been discussed
at the Danube – River of Cooperation conferences so far, and after
a few brief questions from the auditorium and the answer of
Professor Dimitrijević - another introductory lecture followed:
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Professor Milan DIMKIĆ, under the title: Sustainable Use and
Preservation of Water Resources and the Art of Knowledge
Sharing on this Field, spoke about the problems of water
resources, which is a constant topic at the Danube – River of
Cooperation conferences, and Professor Dimkić is a long - time
expert on these issues confirmed some previous knowledge and at
the same time presented new data on the water resources of
Serbia. He pointed out that, although Serbia, in terms of wealth in
water resources, belongs to moderately rich countries, the
unfavorable circumstance is a relatively uneven distribution of
precipitation, watercourses and groundwater. And for the Danube,
the fact that although the Danube is the most accurate quality in
the part flowing through our country, there is a large number of
necessary facilities and the need to improve water management in
the field, as well as the need to improve institutional strengthening.
He said that it was estimated that the required investments in this
field would require about ten billion euros.
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The third introductory lecture was delivered by Professor Dr.
Snežana ŠTETIĆ, under the title: Sustainable Use of Natural
and Cultural-Historical Resources and the Tourism .
She emphasized that
tourism is one of the
leading industries in the
world that is growing
and expanding. New
forms appear tailored
to the wishes and needs
of each individual.
And in order to explain the
role and importance of
tourism in the development
of the economy, it is
necessary - said Professor Štetić – to understand its dimension, how
to connect different components and causes and the consequences
of its development.

The ceremonial opening of the Conference and the Working
Session on which the above-mentioned three introductory
lectures were followed were attended by around eighty
participants, of whom thirty were students of nearby Zemun
schools.
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Dr. Edita STOJIC KARANOVIĆ, scientific adviser, presidentfounder of the International Scientific Forum "Danube - River of
Cooperation" moderated this working session with introductory
lectures. She presented books in gratitude to the introductory
speakers at the end of this session and the discussion on the topics
presented: to professors Dr. Bojan DIMITRIJEVIĆ - her book
entitled Regional and Neighborly Cooperation for the Sustainable
Development of Serbia, and Dr. Snežana ŠTETIĆ, the book of Prof.
Dr. Bojan DIMITRIJEVIĆ, under the title of the Mystery of Time,
which he had previously donated to the International Scientific
Forum "Danube - River of Cooperation" in several copies.
The gift to Prof. Dr. Milan DIMKIĆ, the book written by Milorad
Ekmečić was presented by the doyen and former President of the
Program Council of the International Scientific Forum "Danube River of Cooperation" - Mihailo SRETENOVIĆ, dipl. Eng. hydraulic
engineering.
The same book he handed
over
in his own name and on
behalf of the International
Scientific Forum "Danube River of Cooperation" to
Mr. Dragan MILIĆ, President
of the Municipality of Veliko
Gradište,
after successful
conversations
about the possibility to
organizing one of the days of
the three-days jubilee
30th conference
"Danube - River of
Cooperation" to be held in
Veliko Gradište next year,
where besides working in the
conference hall, the locations
of successful projects on the
territory of that municipality
will be visited.
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The second working session entitled RESEARCH RESULTS,
REALIZED PROJECTS, PROJECT PROPOSALS AND PROJECT
IDEAS FOR SUSTAINABLE USE OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL
AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES, took place from 15:30 to 18:30.
Moderator of this
session was
Professor Dr.
Kristijan RISTIĆ.
The session had a
large number of
participants, who
spoke in the order
of the thematic
area to which their
subject matter
belongs.
Prof. Mario LUKINOVIĆ, PhD, from the Law Faculty of Union
University, spoke about the natural and cultural heritage in the
development of the national and local brand. Under the title
Natural and cultural heritage in the service of the
development of national and local brands he stressed out that
improvement of the brand of space we live in (both local and
national) has a reflection on all areas of our life, and it is not just a
battle for attracting visitors, but also a struggle to attract business
companies that invest more easily in countries with a positive
reputation. Also, he said, the preservation of natural and cultural
heritage and their branding is a struggle for the preservation of
national and local identities, too.
Prof. Dr. Zoran RADMILOVIĆ, member of the Serbian Academy of
Engineering, Coordinator of the International Scientific Forum
"Danube - River of Cooperation" for the field of transport, presented
the results of his research under the title Inland navigation and
the ecological status of commercial navigation through the
Danube through Serbia. He stated that the Danube and its
tributaries, as river roads, are exposed to the activities of the
human population (anthropogenic influences) at the local, regional
and partly at European level, and sources of pollution are primarily
ships and harbors on the Danube.
international Scientific Forum "Danube – River of Cooperation"
T: +381-11/ 2457042, Моб.: +381 (0) 63-661-897
www.danube-cooperation.com * Email: office@danube-cooperation.com
9

Zoran GAVRILOVIĆ, BSc. Forestry Engineer, Coordinator of the
International Scientific Forum "Danube - River of Cooperation" for
the area of environmental protection under the title "Importance
of sustainable use of water and forest resources". He pledged
to strengthen the scientific researches of the water regime in order
to discover possible ways of influencing changes in the water
regime and to find ways to collect and store water for dry periods.
He also pointed to the existing problems regarding the use of land,
as a factor important for the regime of water that people can
manage. "That is why this area of human activity is placed in the
first place in many countries. In Serbia, this area is still a legal
obligation, but jurisdiction is divided between several ministries and
departments, which is not an optimal solution "- said GAVRILOVIC.
Cornel Popovici Sturza, BSc. Eng. from Romania, President of the
CSO"Karaš-Nera" had a report under the title Importance of
Natural Resources for SustainableDevelopment of the
Danube Zone in South Banat . He advocates for the sustainable
use of water resources, and believes that it is essential to educate
each individual, through continuous education - in order to make
the conviction of the necessity of preserving natural resources and
their use in accordance with ecological postulates with "religious
power".
Prof. Dr. Jovan BOJKOVSKI, from the Veterinary Faculty of the
University of Belgrade, presented the results of his research under
the title Environmental Impact on the Health of Farm
Animals. He pointed out that among all polluters of nature, special
dangers for living systems are heavy metals, and they penetrate
the respiratory, gastrointestinal tract and skin. The results of his
many years of research suggest that there is a risk of
contamination of animal foods with heavy metals and their disposal
in the organism of animals. Therefore, today the veterinary service
plays a very important role especially from the aspect of ecology.
Every day the question arises as to how to produce as many healthfriendly foods as possible for human consumption. Therefore, it is
necessary to apply more preventive and less therapeutic measures
in the health protection of farm animals, and at the same time to
realize a concept that ensures profitable production, as well as the
safety that "steak on the table" is safe food - concluded professor
BOJKOVSKI.
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Lucia Škvareninová, PhD student at the at the Faculty of
Forestry, Mendel University, President of the Slovak-Serbian
Association "Dunav", Chief Executive Officer of the Lefong Group,
Slovakia, in her presentation entitled Belt and Road Initiative:
Finding strategic opportunities in Serbia spoke on the basis
of the BRI vision looking for mutual benefits and win-win
cooperation, in which Serbia can benefit from high-output
agricultural products that can be exported to China with added
value, while at the same time China will enjoy products that have
recently been in high demand. Serbia is largely dependent on
electricity production from coal-based factories. China, as one of
the world's leaders in wind power and wind power plants, can help
reduce carbon emissions in Serbia and old coal-based plants. With
regard to the tourism sector, Serbia has many historical sights,
beautiful landscapes and unique tourist destinations that Chinese
tourists would like to discover. In this way, Serbia would definitely
benefit from large Chinese tourism and become a new Balkan
destination. BRI not only increases investments in infrastructure
projects, but also enhances mutual cooperation in different
strategic sectors. Serbia and China have enormous potential to
further develop their partnership in agriculture, renewable energy
and tourism with long-term benefits for both sides – said she.
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Sonja PRODANOVIĆ, MSc., BSc. Eng. Architect; Alumni of the
University College London - Bartlett School of Architecture gave the
presentation on the basis of her researches and experiences under
the title Urban Ecodesign - Modifier of Quality of Life and
Recovery of Natural Resources. She has made it clear that it is
necessary a permanent innovative thinking about urban
environment, ie. the model of urbanization in order to stop the
consequences of devastation of natural resources, especially today
in relation to the consequences of climate changes. We need
innovative strategies, conceptual approaches and decision-making
based on the synergy of the sustainability paradigm and "ecodesign", for which the basic frameworks can be found in several EU
documents and initiatives. Instead of relying on conventional largescale interventions and infrastructures, which in themselves create
congestion
development
(essential
denial
of
sustainable
development!) - she said. Answers should be sought in as many
"green" and more flexible design solutions and applied technologies
as possible.
Dragan MILIĆ, President of the Municipality of Veliko Gradište, in
his presentation of project activities of his municipality under the
title Successful Investment Projects of the Municipality of
Veliko Gradište, represent an example of the project-activities of
local self-governments starting from the fact that Veliko Gradište
municipality is famous for tourism and ecology. This can be thanks
not only to natural and cultural-historical resources located on its
territory, but also to successful projects that have been achieved or
are in progress. The best examples for this are the Srebreno Lake,
the Ramski fortress, which is a significant historical resource, on
which, like the Silver Lake, significant investment projects are
realized as a natural resource. Based on the Memorandum of
Understanding concerning the restoration of the Ram fortress,
which was signed at the level of the countries of Turkey and Serbia,
project technical documentation for the restoration of the Ram fort
was prepared, financed by the TIKA agency from Turkey. And the
municipality of Veliko Gradiste and the Public Utility Directorate
Veliko Gradiste implement the project of construction of ports in
Ram with the financial support of the Ministry of Trade, Tourism and
Telecommunications and from the local budget
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Nedim HADŽI-AHMETOVIĆ, B.Sc.Eng., presented his project
proposal entitled "Passenger traffic on the Danube between
Belgrade and Prahova. His multidisciplinary initiative is spurred by
the fact of the current state of insufficient connection between
transport and tourism, as well as the fact of inadequate
connectivity within these economic areas. He therefore pledges to
establish regular passenger traffic throughout the Danube from
Belgrade to Prahovo, so that every tourist will receive complete
information on all locations where he can stop traveling by boat in
order to visit the cultural and historical heritage or natural or built
value I'd like to see it. Then from the same dock, he continued his
journey by boat to the next port where he would also like to look
around. If there were adequate accommodation facilities in the
vicinity of these docks, tourists could stay for several days, and
then continue to sail as part of regular passenger shipping. What's
more, if the railway transport connection is established, tourists
from the ship could visit an even larger number of sites. For this
reason, this multi-macro-project proposal also envisages the
construction of the necessary new hotels and the reconstruction of
the existing ones into the categories that will meet the needs of
tourists coming to Belgrade by airline connections from all over the
world or from our wider and wider region. Hadji-Ahmetović
proposes and advocates a solution to keep your hotels right by the
dock. This proposal has received strong support from the
Conference participants
Monika WÜRTENBERGER, expert on tourism from Germany, in
the title of her paper raises the question: Does Serbia have too
many 5 star hotels? The issue was taken from the eKapija article,
which presented all Serbian 5 star hotels, explaining and
categorizing the hotel. The presentation gives an example of two 3star hotels in Belgrade, Hotel Alegra in Vracar and Villa Maria,
which are two hotels comparable to each other. The presentation
presents the illustrations of the outer appearance and internal
arrangement of these accommodation capacities. The conclusion of
the presentation is as follows: Serbia does not have an excess
number of five-star hotels nor a lack of low-budget hotels, but
according to Delta Holding Serbia, there is only a lack of tourists
and insufficient number of customers of tourist arrangements.
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István SZILVÁSSY, President of the Association of Hungarian
Spatial Planners, from Hungary, presented his project proposal in
which project one of the participants is Zoltán Horváth, President of
the association for improving the life of rural households and rural
tourism on the banks of the river, which was present at the
conference. In the presentation SILVAŠIJA under the title Joint
projects within the multi-macro project "River Coast - Suitable for
Life", he gave a rationale for the necessity of international
cooperation of civil society organizations and state authorities and
institutions operating and existing in settlements on the banks of
the Danube, but also on its tributaries, in order to make the use of
cultural and historical heritage and natural resources more
sustainable. Very important components of this multi-macro project
proposal are the connection of fortresses on the entire Danube in
the Danube Pearl Chain, as well as the "Exploration of possibilities
for improving the navigation of the small tributaries of the Danube
and the Canal".

It should be noted that, just one day after the Conference, these
two participants discussed these project proposals with the Public
Enterprise Belgrade Fortress, which resulted in the signing of a
cooperation agreement on project-partnership. This Agreement will
also be available in the Documentation with this Report. For the
second project proposal of Szilvássy talks were held with the Water
Public Enterprise of Vojvodina, but for now the proposal of
cooperation remained for discussion and further consideration.
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Slađana ĐORĐEVIĆ, from the Faculty of Agriculture at the
University of Belgrade, with a team consisting of Ljiljana
RISTANOVIĆ from the civil society organization EkoDrina, in Mali
Zvornik and Boris KATIĆ, a representative of the Mali Zvornik
Municipality, are the authors of the research presented under the
title Joint Strategy for Tourism Development Based on
Natural and Cultural Heritage in the Cross-Border Region of
Serbia-BiH - Case Study on municipalities of Mali Zvornik
and Zvornik. The importance of developing a common tourism
development strategy in the cross-border area of Drina (SerbiaBosnia and Herzegovina), ie the municipalities of Mali Zvornik and
Zvornik, which have significant capital of natural and cultural
heritage, has been pointed out. Both municipalities represent one
of the important tourist destinations towards the Adriatic Sea and
can be a significant stopping point for transit tourists and also a
significant destination for short breaks in the countryside along with
cultural and historical heritage visits. The potentials of both
municipalities were analyzed. But also administrative obstacles,
and previous activities on restoration and presentation of cultural
and historical heritage, which can be put into the function of tourist
offer.
The results show that the area has significant potential and that
further steps in the development of sustainable tourism are
justified.

The final debate of the Conference is conducted from 18:30 to
19:00 hours. Also informal talks on the topics of the Conference
were held with a small evening snack, which was attended by most
persistent participant of the Conference.
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CONFERENCE CONCLUSIONS
Edita Stojic Karanović, president of the International Scientific
Forum "Danube - River of Cooperation" (ISF"DRC") the
interdisciplinary association of experts and researchers dedicated
to the promotion of international cooperation in the field of
sustainable development and sustainable use of natural and
cultural and historical resources in the Danube Region, proposing
the Final document said, that ISF"DRC" will further regularly inform
the state bodies and organizations on all levels of the results of
activities, pointing out the problems to be addressed in the area of
sustainable use of natural resources in the Danube basin.

She said also, that as all previous years, also in the next period the
cooperation of the ISF”DRC” with international organizations will
take place through participation of representatives of these
organizations in the activities of ISF"DRC", as well as with
participation of ISF"DRC" in the consultative and lobbying activities
of these organizations. The ISF"DRC" constantly strengthens its
existing cooperation also with non-governmental organizations in
the countries of the Danube Region and initiates new forms of this
cooperation with them to develop and implement development
projects, fostering a partnership of the non-governmental sector
with the authorities at at all levels in order to better address the
problem of sustainable use of natural and cultural-historical
resources.
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Stojić Karanović stressed out that ISF"DRC" will continue to pay
special attention to interdisciplinary programs and projects,
promoting the results of research and project proposals through
holding the international conferences "Danube - River Cooperation",
to be further held regularly each year, but by holding seminars
within its educational program called "Universitas Danubiana", too,
expanding and sharing knowledge in the field of sustainable use
and protection of natural resources and cultural and historical
heritage.
ISF"DRC" will actively monitor the continuation of the cooperation
agreements related to the presented projects at this conference
and from November this year will begin the preparation of its
jubilee 30th conference, which will be held in autumn 2019. Within
these preparations, a bibliography of all papers and presentations
at the conferences of ISF"DRC" will be prepared. Based on this
bibliography, thematic collection of works will be published in the
following years in the areas that have been the most prevalent
issues at the conferences "Danube - River Cooperation" in the past
30 years.

Notes:
- The report is drawn up taking into account when formulating
Conclusions all the proposals made at the conference. Then the full
text of the Report with Conclusions was sent to the participants for
inspection and with a request to comment, possible corrections, or
confirmation of the sent text by October 22, 2018.
- As from October 24, 2018, this Final Report will be sent to
participants, future potential partners, state authorities at all levels,
diplomatic missions, and we make it available to the general public
through the Internet and public media. All remarks are welcome.
- Documentation on the implementation activities of the
Conclusions will be continuously published at the website of the
ISF”DRC”: www.danube.cooperation.com
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