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On  June  23rd  and  24th,  2018  the
traditional round table of the International
Scientific  Forum  "Danube  -  River  of
Cooperation" (ISF„DRC“) was held. Round
tables  "Sustainable  use  of  natural
resources"  were  the  idea  of  Vasilije

Karanović, B.Sc. Eng. of forestry and are held every year in May or June.
Recently, the themes of these conferences have
been  extended  to  the  sustainable  use  of
cultural and historical resources.

This  year  the  Round  Table  also
marks  the  International  Danube  Day.
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THE ROUND-TABLE CONFERENCE – 2018, WAS HELD UNDER THE TITLE:

SUSTAINABLE USE OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL-
HISTORICAL RESOURCES – THE ART OF

PRESERVING AND SHARING 

REPORT ON THE WORK

The Round Table Conference of the International Scientific Forum
"Danube - River of Cooperation" (ISF„DRC“) held on June 23 and
24,  2018  was  very  successful.  The  success  is  reflected  in  the
mutual  sharing  of  knowledge  of  panelists  and  in  promoting
successful projects and excellent project ideas and proposals for
improving the use of natural and cultural-historical resources, as
well as in establishing contacts for project cooperation.

The Course of the Conference 
On the first day, June 23, the
conference was held at the
headquarters of the ISF„DRC“
(Stjepana Ljubiše 23, Belgrade). In
the work of the Conference, 24
participants took part, 12 of them as
panelists. 
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The  gathering  was  first  welcomed by  Dr.  Edita   Stojić    Karanović,
scientific  adviser,  founder-president  of  the  ISF“DRC“,  giving  a  brief
overview of the history of the creation and operation of the Round-tables
entitled "Sustainable Use of Natural and Cultural Historical Resources".

On  that  occasion,  she  distributed  three  Acknowledgments of  the
International  Scientific  Forum "Danube -  River  of  Cooperation":
first  to  Mihailo  Sretenović,  BSc.  Eng.  for  many  years  of  work-
contribution, also, until recently, as president of the Program Council of the
Association.

  

Acknowledgment was  awarded  also  to  Mrs.  Monika  Würtenberger
from Germany for  her  moral  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  ISF“DRC“ in
organizing several previous conferences, as well as for personal financial
donation for successful organization and holding of this Round Table.
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Acknowledgment was also given to Mrs.  Irida Mandić,  member of  the
ISF“DRC“, for personal donation in the form of making gift items which she
herself  painted on silk  and glass,  as well  as for donation of  cakes and
cocktail items, also prepared by her. 

*
The  participants  of  the  gathering  were  also  greeted  by  Monika
Würtenberger, in the name of foreign participants, and by Professor Dr.
Kristijan Ristić, director of the Institute for Finance and Macroeconomic
Policy, in the name of co-organizers. Professor Ristić after that take over
the moderation of the Conference. 

During  the  discussion  and  mutual  talks,  the  participants
exchanged ideas on the project partnership for the realization of
the presented project proposals and ideas. They agreed that for
successful realization of projects, mutual cooperation and mutual
application for EU funds is essentially needed. 
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Within two panels the following results of the surveys, completed projects
and project proposals, as well as some project ideas, were presented (in
order of presentation):

In the framework of the morning panel, under the title: Problems
and possibilities of sustainable use of natural resources on the
rivers and riversides in the Danube region – the themes of lectures
and discussions were: the situation on our rivers and the possibilities of
solving  the  existing  problems,  the  positive  examples  that  could  be
followed in solving these problems, and the new project proposals.  

 First of all Professor Dr. Predrag Bjelić
from  the  Faculty  of  Economics  of
Belgrade  University,  held  an
introductory lecture based on his long-
lasting  researches  about  the
international  trade  and  sustainable
development, and about the need for a
greater use of the Danube for transport
in international trade.

That  was  followed  with  lecture  by Ljubiša  Mihajlović,  BSc.  hydraulic
engineering, director of the Waterway Directorate „Plovput“, part of the
Ministry of  Construction,  Transport  and Infrastructure of  the Republic  of
Serbia. He presented current and planned activities on inland waterways in
the Republic of Serbia. 

Director Mihajlović devoted
special attention  to the
implementation and
functioning of the River
Information Service 
(RIS), to hydrotechnical
works for navigation on the
section from Bačka Palanka
to Zemun, to the
rehabilitation of ship locks
on “Hydro Energetics and
Navigation System  Đerdap 1” and to the project of improving the labeling 
system on the river Danube. 
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Zvonimir Predić,  BSc. civil  engineer, director of  APcompany,  Belgrade,
presented the principles of work, possibilities and benefits, as well as the
degree of development, of systems for sensory monitoring (observation) of
objects, processes and events in nature in the framework of the company's
project “Systems for sensor monitoring and data management”. He said

that  since  2006  –  when  the  first
such system was implemented on
HPP “Djerdap 1” for the monitoring
of the dam and lock – on the basis
of  this  project,  another  ten
systems  were  released  for  the
Electric  Power  Industry  of  Serbia,
for  the  Public  Enterprise
“Srbijavode”, for the Electric Power
Industry of Montenegro and for the

Electric Power Industry of BH (Republic Srpska).

Prof.  Dr.  Zoran  Radmilović,  member  of  the  Serbian  Academy  of
Engineering  spoke  about  inland  navigation  and  ecological  status  of
commercial navigation of the Danube through Serbia. He pointed out that
the navigation of the Danube is geographically limited and subject to the
effects of environmental change. His work focused on annual estimates
and  calculations  of  emissions  from  fossil  fuel  consumption  from  the
following types of the Danube fleet: push boats, pull boats, freight motor
vessels and cruise passenger ships.

Professor
Radmilović 
analyzed the
characteristics of
the river boats
that are
commonly used
for cruises on
the Danube.
Their capacity
ranges from 148
to 176
passengers, and
it's interesting
that the one with the least seats is the most expensive, that is the latest 
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vessel type, the ship “Amadante”, which is part of the most modern fleet 
of recreational ships in Europe. 

Zoran  Gavrilović,  BSc.  Forestry  Engineer,  independent  researcher,
member  of  the  International  Scientific  Forum  „Danube  –  River  of
Cooperation“, based on the results
of  his  multiannual  researches,
spoke  about  the  problems  of
sustainable  survival  of  forests  in
the  coastal  region  of  the  Danube
and Sava. 

He stressed that, although during
the last decades a large number of
planning documents were prepared
for various areas (flood protection,
spatial and urban plans, plans for
the development of tourism and
nautical tourism, plans and basis
for the development of forests,
environmental guidelines and
many others), the collision of the proposed solutions is a general 
characteristic of most of these plans. He then pointed to possible solutions
that could reconcile the discrepancy between the existing planning 
documents.

István Szilvássy, President of
the Association of Hungarian
Settlements' and Regions'
Developers (AHSRD), author of
many projects with the theme of
rivers and riversides suitable for
life, proposed cooperation on the
establishment and development
of a network of medieval and
modern castles, fortresses,
palaces, places of worship and
other cultural monuments along
the Danube – under the title
“Danube Pearls“ as a part of the 
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Project Proposal for International Cooperation for the Sustainable Use of 
Waterways in the Danube Basin Countries. 

Two participants of the Round Table from Hungary, István Szilvássy and
László  Pándi reported  about  their  field-visit  of  the  part  of  terrain  in
Romania and Serbia on which their project proposals would be realized.
They also submitted an expanded written report on this, given that they
propose that ISF"DRC" be one of the partners in further elaboration of their
project proposal and in the implementation. 

Within this macro-project, László Pándi explained at the Round Table his
proposal  for  the  development  of  water  sports  tourism  and  the
establishment of cooperation between the countries on the middle Danube
in this field. As an experienced kayaker and organizer of regattas,  Pándi
led in 2014 a regatta on the Danube that  started from Slovakia, through
Hungary, collecting donations for flood victims in Serbia. With the logistical
support from ISF"DRC", especially our floods-expert Zoran Gavrilović, the
village Liso Polje, in the municipality of Ub, that suffered the most, was
selected to get the whole collected sum of donations. On the occasion of
the arrival of regatta in Belgrade,  Pándi handed to the representative of
the municipality of Ub the donation collected during the regatta.

  

At the end of the first panel, a completed
project of Milan Rašković, independent
researcher and innovator, under the title
The  importance  of  drinking  water  for
health and how to get it – Experiences of
the project „Aqua Filter“ was presented.
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A cocktail service break followed, with an informal exchange of views on 
the topics discussed in the First Panel – and along with the tasting of 
drinking water obtained using the Aqua Filter apparatus.

*
In  the  framework  of  the  afternoon  panel,  under  the  title:
Sustainable  development  of  the  tourism themes  of  lectures  and
discussions  were:  cultural-historical  wealth  and  its  sustainable  use  for
development of tourism, project activities and international and  national
project-proposals.

Introductory lecture for this panel
was held by Dr. Kristijan Ristić,
Professor of "Union - Nikola Tesla"
University,  Faculty  of  Business
and  Law  and  director  of  the
Institute  of  Finances  and
Macroeconomic  Politics.  He
talked  about  the  economic  and
financial  aspects  of  the
development of tourism industry
in Serbia. 

He pointed out that the internationalization of tourism production and the
monetarizations  of  market  tourist  transactions  contributed  to  the  state
emerging  as  a  modern  entity  of  directing  and  coordinating  the
development of tourism.

Professor Ristić believes that in this sense the state can through incentive 
tax measures contribute to the development of the tourism economy, and 
that by restructuring the tourist economy the modern state could, through 
a selective and stimulating tax policy, treat innovations as an integral part 
of development programs.

After that, Dr. Vidoje Golubović,
scientific  advisor  and  author  of
books in the field of cultural and
historical  heritage  of  Belgrade
spoke  about  the  potential  of
Belgrade's  underground  as  a
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cultural and historical asset and its sustainable use for the development of
tourism.

He pointed out that Belgrade underground areas, which include old wine
cellars,  underground  passages,  communications,  caves,  casemates,
represent tourist potentials of the city, and their more intensive inclusion
in the tourist offer as a new tourist brand would greatly contribute to the
significant increase in the tourist traffic, not only of Belgrade but also of
the entire country.

MSc. (UCL) Sonja Prodanović, BSc. Architect, Senior researcher in urban
planning  &  sustainable  development,  gave  the  lecture  under  the  title
“Some International  Experience – Possible Referral  Patterns for us too”.
She  presented  the  ideas  of  green  metropolis  and  green  architecture,
landscaping architecture, as a horizontal and vertical component of urban
design.

She pointed out that there is still a problem of separating and interpreting
the  relationship  and  importance  of  the  issue  of  cultural  patterns  and
artifacts  from  the  natural  ambient  values  of  the  urban  and  location
context. Modern branding of the location offer in the tourism economy,
especially the specifics of  the
"location identity",  is in many
layers  conditioned  by  the
synergistic  redefinition  of  the
bond  between  culture  and
nature. 

MSc. Prodanović believes that
it is necessary to return to the
philosophy of antiquity, which
was  ecocentric  –  humanum
was not separated from nature – and already studied the world of nature
surroundings  the  Polis.  Pointing  to  some  remarkable  international
achievements,  she  concluded  that  we  could  articulate  relevant
contemporary patterns of the practice of protecting and developing the
location  and  urban  tourism  potential  of  the  City,  from  micro-local  to
regional natural resource coverage.

Monika Würtenberger, independent researcher, expert and consultant
for tourism from Germany gave a presentation
under  the  title  “Analysis  and  proposal  for
Belgrade hotel ranking”. 
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She  spoke about  the  need  of  ranking  hotels. She  has  outlined  a  brief
history of the emergence and expansion of this process in Europe since
1979 when a well-defined system was established for the evaluation of
hotels in Switzerland. 

In  Germany,  this  practice  started  in  1996  after  the  good  example  of
Switzerland.  The hotel  classification began after  a study which showed
that 80% of hotel guests indicated that the number of stars of hotels were
important to them when choosing which one to use. In order to be able to
mutually compare hotels by stars, the Union of Hotels was founded, which
was joined by many hotels in various European countries, but not in Serbia
till  now.  However, Mrs. Würtenberger believes that it will  happen in the
near future, because hotels in Serbia have the qualities according to which
they could be highly ranked by the criteria of the Union. She announced
that  she will  prepare a  more  detailed  contribution  to  the  topic  for  the
upcoming September conference "Danube - River of Cooperation".

Nedim Hadži-Ahmetović, Bsc. mechanical Eng. In his project-proposition
starts from the importance of linking
natural  and  cultural-historical
resources  –  with  well  connected
network  of  various  types  of
transportation. 

He  supports  his  multidisciplinary
initiative on the one hand, with the
facts  of  the  current  state  of
insufficient  linkage  between  these
branches of industry and inadequate
linkages within these branches, and
on other side with the fact that Serbia is, after almost half a century turned
again  to  the  Danube,  as  the  only  corridor  from which  it  could  not  be
squeezed out.

Additionally, realistic possibilities for the
implementation  of  this  initiative  are
given  by  the  good  prospects  of  the
Government of the Republic of Serbia to
find  financially  powerful  foreign
investors  for  investments  in  the
reconstruction  of  existing  ports  and
construction of new ones, as well as for
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the modernization of railway traffic. However, data from the Water Traffic
Development  Strategy  of  the  Republic  of  Serbia  from  2015  till  2025
indicate  that  much  more  remains  to  be  done  in  order  for  Serbia  to
adequately  use  all  its  capacities.  This  project  idea  goes  right  in  that
direction.  Namely, tourists from all  over the world – whether foreigners
looking for  a  leisurely  experiences by exploring nature sites,  or  people
originally  from Serbia who want to show their  descendants  the natural
beauty and historical monuments of the area of their ancestral roots – they
could start that route by sailing the Danube, traveling by boat to Prahovo,
by stopping in the ports for passenger traffic in cities and in ports close to
historical sites, spending several days or several hours, for a tour of tourist
attractions. At all  these stops they would have a good road connection
with the surrounding area, and with local and regional railway network.
Also, in Prahovo they would have a good railway connection with Negotin,
and from there by rail network with other parts of Serbia. (Railway traffic is
preferred in relation to road traffic, to account for the need to reduce air
pollution.)   

*

After  a general  discussion on all  topics  of  this  year's  Round Table,  the
conference part was closed at 5 PM.

As part of the evening optional program, a number of participants visited
the  concert  Caravan  Sarai  ft.  Lala  Tamar  -  Flamenco  /  Arabic  /
Balkan music fusion, held in the courtyard of the Belgrade Synagogue.
Picture  and  video  on  this  on  the  FaceBook  page  ISF  "DRC":
https://www.facebook.com/danube.cooperation/

*

Second Day of the Round Table, Sunday, June 24

The  minibus  leased  for  this  day  started  in  front  of  the  ISF"DRC"
headquarters at 9:15 AM and the visit to the Archaeological Site of Vinča,
guided  by  the  Belgrade  City  Museum’s  curator,  started  at  10:00.  The
archaeologist Dragan Janković inspiredly  lead  the  participants  of  our
conference through the history of the Neolithic, in which, as we learned
from curator  Janković,  there was no exploitation of  the work of  others.
Everyone on the territory of Vinča lived from their own work, working the
land, dealing in various  crafts and trade. Because of the trade, they had
excellent  relations  with  neighboring  settlements  and  regions,  from the
northern part of the Carpathian to the Mediterranean.
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From 11:30 to 14:00 participants of the Round Table visited the Center
"Mali  Dunav"  (Small  Danube),  part  of  the  Experimental  Agricultural
Farming Plant in Radmilovac.

* * *

The  proposal  of  this  report,  which  was  compiled  by  Dr.  Edita  Stojić
Karanović,  Scientific  Advisor,  President  of  the  International  Scientific
Forum "Danube -  River  of  Cooperation" was sent to all  participants for
confirmation and possible suggestions for amendments. On the basis of a
written acceptance, i.e. the amendment of the participants, the text of the
report and the conclusion is final and shall be published on the website of
the  International  Scientific  Forum  "Danube  -  River  of  Cooperation":
http://danube-cooperation.com/en/

Conclusions of the Round Table – 2018

1.  The  International  Scientific  Forum  „Danube  –  River  of
Cooperation“ (ISF“DRC“) will  actively monitor the continuation
of  the  cooperation  arrangements  related  to  the  presented
projects at this event, and at its 29th autumn conference, on
September 23-24 this year, will give space to project leaders to
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present their results, as well as further needs for the realization
of their project ideas. 

2.  ISF“DRC“  in  parallel  with  the  preparation  of  this  year's
international  conference "Danube -  River  of  Cooperation"  will
start preparing the 30th anniversary conference which will be
held  in  autumn  2019.  As  part  of  these  preparations,  a
bibliography  of  all  works  and  presentations  at  all  the
conferences of ISF"DRC" will be published.

3.  ISF“DRC“ will  restore its  once successful  seminar activities
called "Universitas Danubiana", within which the lecturers will
speak  about  current  topics  from  the  fields  of  international
relations  of  Serbia  in  the  Danube  Region  and  the  Western
Balkans region.

4.  ISF“DRC“  in  order  to  successfully  raise  funds  for  the
realization  of  its  above-mentioned  activities  will  design  and
implement,  according  to  its'  legitimate  needs,  fees  for  its
conferences  and  seminars,  as  well  as  for  the  sale  of  its
publications.  

5.  ISF“DRC“  will  for  its’  upcoming conferences  and  seminars
apply for financial support at the relevant foundations,  as well
as for support from potential donors and sponsors.

* * *
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For the success of this Round Table, ISF“DRC“ owes
gratitude to all participants and for financial, as well as

in-kind support to all who gave such:

The costs of organizing and holding this Round Table conference
were covered by the co-organizers: 

 
  

FOR ART EDUCATION AND
 TRANSLATION            

Monika Würtenberger and Irida Mandić, Conference
Participants and Members of the ISF“DRC“,

  AS WELL AS SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE ECONOMIC ENTITIES,:

   Company for research,
design and trade

               

We are also thankful to Archaeological site Vinča - Museum
of the City of Belgrade and its curator, archaeologist Dragan

Janković for the free tour, as well as to the head of the
Center "Mali Dunav", Prof. Dr. Zoran Marković, for the free

visit and stay in that protected natural site.

We are very grateful to the editor, Branko Srdić and to the
crew of TV Zdravlje, and especially to journalist Tanja Ružić,
for coverig our Conference on both days. She made excellent

interviews and contributions, which can be viewed also on
the Internet: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=26&v=IIV42YJo6Mw,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=3K-fj-bi5_k,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=11&v=RtX9lLEEloQ 

 ***** 
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